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Work in progress

Job-search candidates inch toward the right fit for their interview suits

By Wel’]dy Donahue Advertisement
Tribune staft reporter

May 28, 2006
If only a successful job hunt were as simple as a great resume topped off with a good suit.

Too many people leave the appearance portion of the equation at that, laments Kristi Kelley, wardrobe director for The
Image Studios, an image-consulting

firm in Chicago. No matter how expensive or inexpensive
the suit, she wishes that fit would give more people, well, fits--particularly women.

"No men buy a suit and don't get it tailored, but women do that all of the time," she said. "They don't look their tallest,
thinnest and most powerful, because the suit is big on them."

For women, The Image Studios uses a program called the Fashion Fit Formula, a computer tool that calculates the ideal
proportions of clothing for a client. Based on 12 vertical measurements of the body, it's independent of weight loss or
gain so it can be used for life, Kelley said, to help you see when certain shirt sleeves, jackets, pants and skirts need to
be altered or avoided to flatter your figure.

"Most women only wear 20 percent of their wardrobe; the other 80 percent is left untouched," Kelley said. "This tool
helps women to maximize what is already in their closet, utilizing dollars already spent."”

She recently used an arsenal of tools, including color analysis--another underestimated feature in suit strategy--for two
clients who were embarking on job searches.

Burr Ridge native Jessica Dixon, 23, a master's student in health administration at the University of Michigan at Ann
Arbor, bought a suit on her own and brought it to Kelley for head-to-toe perfecting.

"I've never had to wear professional attire," Dixon said. "I felt like I had a grasp of what was inappropriate but not
optimal. A lot of suits, when I put them on, I feel like a kid playing dress-up."

"A lot of that is the tailoring," Kelley chimed in.
Chicagoan Byron Prince, 34, who will graduate in June with a doctorate in education administration from Nova

Southeastern University, asked Kelley to do the shopping for him, emphasizing that he has been told he looks
"intimidating" and wants to avoid that vibe.
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